
Without prejudice 

Roxboro United Church signs deal to host cell antenna 

For more information, please visit www.aprpr.org, the Pierrefonds-Roxboro 

Proprietors & Residents Association’s website. 

 

Did you know? 
 

Roxboro United Church has entered an agreement with Telus 

for the construction of a telecommunications tower on the 

church’s property? 

 

Local residents and Charles-Perrault school are against this 

project for multiple reasons: 

 

- Such antennas emit electromagnetic fields that are possibly 

carcinogenic to humans & possibly other harmful effects 

 

- The RUC tower would have a height of 30 meters and 

would be built right beside Charles-Perrault school (324 

students) and the Roxboro Library in a residential area. 

 

- The recommended distance to build these types of towers is 

500 meters from the population and at a height of 50 meters. 

 

- The value of all nearby properties will most likely go down 

because of this tower. 

 

- Darryl Macdonald, the church minister said in the West 

Island Gazette that the church has no plans to hold a public 

meeting on the proposed telecommunications tower. 

 

- The local residents believe there are many other ways to get 

money for the church rather than building this 

telecommunications tower on the church’s property and 

accepting money from Telus. 
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Telus struck a deal with Roxboro United Church without requesting permit 
from borough 

Published on June 14
th

, 2011 

François Lemieux, The Chronicle 

A Telus telecommunications tower project in Roxboro is stirring up controversy as the company struck a deal to build a 

tower with the Roxboro United Church located on Cartier Street without requesting a permit from the borough or 

informing the citizens.  

It was a concerned Roxboro citizen, Lewis Poulin, who after having heard the news from a neighbour, contacted the 

church and obtained confirmation of the deal through a letter on May 2. Poulin later broke the news to several other 

neighbours. The borough was only notified when a citizen informed them last Monday. The word quickly got around 

amongst residents of the neighbourhood and The Chronicle met a few of them at the last council meeting on June 6. 

They are in shock. 

“I find this whole affair surprising. I did some research and found many articles reporting on the biological effects 

caused by low intensity radiations comparable to what people living 50 to 150 metres away would suffer from. It is a 

little bit absurd for me to read about this because I live just that far away from the church and I have three kids. I don’t 
want their future to be jeopardized,” said François Levac who lives at a stone’s throw from the church. 

Roxboro United Church is located in a residential area, right next to École Charles-Perrault, a 324-student elementary 
school. Contacted by telephone, the school principal, Martine Azzouz is not pleased with the project. 

“I have many parents who are concerned by this. We don’t know what scientific research say about this but one can 

assume that if a tower is implanted less than 100 metres away, it is not safe,” she said. “There was no form of 

consultation whatsoever either from the church or Telus. They should have notified us.” 

During the last council meeting’s question period, several citizens sought to obtain answers from their representatives 

about this affair. Mayor Monique Worth tried to reassure them by telling them the borough would react the same way it 
did in the past with controversial telecommunications tower applications. 

“The only church that tried to obtain a permit was St. Barnabas Church and we refused them the permit. We will follow 

the same path in the future,” she said. However, she continued by stating she believes the federal government has 

jurisdiction in this domain and that they have the power to impose tower projects whenever they see fit. 

Councillor Christian Dubois presented a resolution to the Canadian Federation of Municipalities regarding 

telecommunications towers recently. The resolution encourages telecommunications companies to work with 

municipalities on a case by case basis and to submit alternative locations or solutions to accommodate the local 
requirements set by municipalities regardless of the height of the proposed installation. 

Dubois said at the last council meeting that municipalities should have a say in the process of where the towers are 
installed. 

“What we want to force telecommunications companies to merge their telecommunications towers service. Right now, 

they’re up to two companies per tower. We will never be able to ban the construction of telecommunications towers 

across the country. We, together with the citizens, want to have a say as to where towers are going to be installed and 
not let companies put them where they think it should be,” he said.  


