
 

 

Without prejudice 
This is an unofficial English translation of the original document from 
MAMROT that was sent to Pierrefonds-Roxboro. A link to the original 
notice, in French, can be found by clicking on the following link:  

http://aprpr.org/?p=3548  
 
Quebec, March 14, 2011 
 
Monique Worth, Mayor 
Ladies and gentlemen members of council 
Borough of Pierrefonds-Roxboro 

13665, boulevard de Pierrefonds 

Pierrefonds (Québec) H9A 2Z4 
 
Ladies, Gentlemen, 
 
Representations were made to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Regions and the 

Occupation of Territory (MAMROT) about certain expenses of elected officials of 
the Borough of Pierrefonds-Roxboro City of Montreal. In the associated 
correspondence, the complainant argued that the expenses reimbursed to elected 
officials should have been covered by their expense allowance rather than being 
assumed by the borough. These expenses are cellular telephone expenses, meal 
expenses related to honouring activities and those incurred in the twinning of the 
borough with the City of Richmond (British Columbia) as well as financial aid and 

contributions to charities.  
 
After verification by the specialized services of the Department, I am offering my 
comments. 

 
Firstly, I consider Mr. Bertrand Ward, Councillor, should assume the costs of user 
fees roaming and long distance cell phone provided by the borough when he is 

travelling outside of Quebec. The fact that he spends part of his winters outside of 
Quebec, with return trips scheduled in Montreal to enable him to assume his 
duties as an elected official, falls within the realm of his personal life and charges 
incurred by this choice need not be financially borne by the citizens of the 
borough. I am told that such associated expenses are not associated with 
municipal purposes. 

 
In addition, the borough should enforce tighter control of cell phone accounts to 
ensure that long distance costs of personal or professional (job related activities, if 
any) are actually borne by elected officials. I remind you that this is mainly at 
council meetings that councillors play his/her role. A councillor must be mandated 
by council in order to take action(s) that may involve expenditures for the 

borough, failing which he/she uses his/her expense allowance to this effect.   
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Regarding expenses for meals, including those of the Mayor, for meetings or 
working meetings involving elected officials, meal expenses cannot be refunded 

unless all elected representatives had been invited to participate. For this point we 
refer you to Article 30.0.2 of the “Loi sur le traitement des élus municipaux” (RSQ, 
c. T-11.001).  
 
As for inherent costs related to municipal elected positions, i.e. costs that cannot 
be 
reimbursed in accordance with Articles 25 and 30.0.3 of the “Loi  sur le traitement 

des élus municipaux” such as certain meal expenses, the costs of purchasing 

flowers or other gifts to honour a resident or an institution, these costs must paid 
out of the expense allowance provided for this purpose.  
 
Note, however, that the expenditures related to the twining activities with the 
town of  Richmond (British Columbia), whether for the reception of delegations or 

those costs associated with the visit there of the Pierrefonds mayor who was 
acting in the capacity of mayor, these expenses seem to have been made in a 
manner that respects the law. 
 
Concerning council’s choice to financially support charitable agencies, it appears to 
us that the council complies with Loi sur les compétences municipales (L.R.Q., c. 
C-47.1) and article 137 of the Charte de la Ville de Montréal.  In addition, the case 

of money spent on the purchase of tickets for fundraising events that were 
brought to our attention were supported by resolutions. 
 
The citizens of the borough can question their elected officials on the money spent 

for the purchase of tickets for fundraising activities. They can challenge the 
political choice made by council to have such expenses paid for by the borough.  
For its part, the Ministry decides on the legality of these types of actions. As for 

the legitimacy or acceptability of these actions, including the expenditures 
mentioned above, it is to the citizens that elected officials must ultimately respond 
to. 
 
Taking into account the information contained herein, I recommended you take all 
necessary measures in order to ensure that the borough of Pierrefonds-Roxboro 

will comply with laws regarding the expenses of elected officials. 
 
For this purpose, you can count on the cooperation of Mrs. Lucie Tremblay 
directrice de la Direction métropolitaine de l’aménagement et des affaires 
municipales that you will notify, by June 3, 2011, in order to inform her of your 
progress so that she can report back to me on this matter. You can reach her at: 

514 873-8246. 

 
This letter is a notice that is sent to you under article 12 of the Loi sur le ministère 
des Affaires municipales, des Régions et de l’Occupation du territoire (L.R.Q., c. M-
22.1).  I urge you to read this letter at the next council meeting and to make this 
notice public immediately in the manner prescribed for the borough for the 
publication of public borough notices. Also, I indicate to you that under Article 
14.1 of the Act above, the Department will publish on its website these 

recommendations. 
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In closing, I advise you that the complainant is informed of the Department's 
findings. As well, Mr. Louis Roquet, Directeur General of the City of Montreal, will 

receive a copy of the document.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Deputy Minister, 
 
Original signed 

 

Marc Lacroix 
 
c. c. Louis Roquet, Directeur General, City of Montreal 


